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Magistrates, who are all, again, executive officers. Thos^ who have
practical knowledge of the system are aware how naturally these
prosecutions, however absurd and vexatious, end in convictions.
Indeed, the general feeling about the matter is that the Mam-
latdar or Magistrate, who valued his own interests and prospects,
dare not indulge, except rarely, in the luxury of an acquittal.
It appeared to Pherozeshah that the real obstacle in the way of
the desired reform lay not in the cost of the change, as was so often
urged, but in the fact that executive officers were not willing to
consent to a measure which they thought would materially diminish
their power and importance. That really must be regarded as the
motive power of the determined opposition which the bureaucracy
has offered to the inauguration of a reform, blessed in principle by
the highest authorities in England and in India. Never was a case
more convincing than that for the separation of judicial from execu-
tive functions, and well might its advocates have looked forward to
an early realization of their hopes. Little did Pherozeshah imagine
when he drew up his memorandum in 1893, that twenty years later
the question would still remain unsolved, and he would -have to
stand up on a platform, urging the same arguments and considera-
tions which had been urged a hundred times before, and to which
there never has been a convincing answer.
II
The closing day of the first session of the enlarged Bombay Council
was darkened by an event which cast a gloom over the city. The
versatile and cultured Telang passed away in the prime of life on
1 September 1893. He belonged to the earliest band of brilliant
Hpfainstonians, who, having gathered the fruits of Western educa-
tion, had devoted themselves to the advancement and uplifting of
thek countrymen under the guidance of Dadabhai Naoroji and had
sowed the first seeds of a national awakening. Many great names rise
before ooe in recalling the memory of that period of pioneering
activity in varioos directions. In that illustrious roll, the name of
Teltog occupies an honoured place. As a scholar, lawyer and poli-